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NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 



Pursuant to Public Law 89 — 497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 

". . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
evidence ... of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be, 
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof." 



GREECE 



Cultural Property 

Memorandum of understanding 

signed at Athens July 17, 2011; 
Entered into force November 21 , 2011 . 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 
CONCERNING THE IMPOSITION OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
ON CATEGORIES OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND BYZANTINE 
ECCLESIASTICAL ETHNOLOGICAL MATERIAL THROUGH THE 

15 th CENTURY A.D. 
OF THE HELLENIC REPUBLIC 

The Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Hellenic 
Republic (hereinafter also referred to as Greece); 

Acting pursuant to the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting 
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property, 
to which both countries are States Party; and 

Desiring to reduce the incentive for pillage of irreplaceable archaeological 
material of Greece representing the Upper Paleolithic Period through the 
15 th century A.D., and of Byzantine ecclesiastical ethnological material through the 15 l 
century A.D.; 

Have agreed as follows: 



ARTICLE I 



1 . The Government of the United States of America, in accordance with its 
legislation entitled the Convention on Cultural Property Implementation Act, shall restrict 
the importation into the United States of archaeological material representing the Upper 
Paleolithic Period (beginning approximately 20,000 B.C.) through the 15 th century A.D., 
and of ecclesiastical ethnological material representing the Byzantine culture from 
approximately the 4 th century through the 15 th century A.D., including categories of 
stone, metal, ceramic, bone and ivory, wood and glass artifacts, textile, papyrus, paintings 
(including wall paintings), mosaics and other material identified on a list to be 
promulgated by the United States Government (hereinafter referred to as the Designated 
List), unless the Government of the Hellenic Republic issues a license or other 
documentation which certifies that such exportation was not in violation of its laws. 

2. The Government of the United States of America shall offer for return to the 
Government of the Hellenic Republic any material on the Designated List forfeited to the 
Government of the United States of America. 

3. Such import restrictions shall become effective on the date the Designated List is 
published by the Department of Homeland Security in the U.S. Federal Register , the 
official United States Government publication providing fair public notice. 

ARTICLE II 

1 . Representatives of the Government of the United States of America and 
representatives of the Government of the Hellenic Republic shall take appropriate steps to 
publicize this Memorandum of Understanding and the reasons for it through available 
outlets of communication. 



2. The Government of the Hellenic Republic shall consider increasing the capacity 
of the existing units within the Hellenic Police to monitor and protect cultural heritage 
sites throughout the country, and shall also consider improving the existing regulations 
on the use of metal detectors. 

3. The Government of the Hellenic Republic shall continue its best efforts to protect 
its archaeological and ethnological resources through the enhanced enforcement of its 
cultural heritage protection legislation. 

4. The Government of the Hellenic Republic shall take the following steps with 
regard to registration and inventories: 

a. continue to pursue registration of private and local municipal collections; 
and 

b. continue to inventory churches and their holdings. 

5. Both Governments agree that, in order for United States import restrictions to be 
most successful in thwarting pillage, the Government of the Hellenic Republic shall 
endeavor to strengthen cooperation among states within the Mediterranean Region for the 
protection of the cultural patrimony of the region; and shall seek increased cooperation 
from other art-importing states to restrict illicit imports, in an effort to deter further 
pillage. 

6. In order to enhance and promote the national sites inventory, the Government of 
the Hellenic Republic shall take the following steps with regard to archaeological 

surveys: 

a. encourage Greek archaeological teams to conduct additional survey 
projects; and 



b. consider ways of increasing permits issued to foreign archaeological 
missions or schools for the purpose of allowing more surveys. 

7. The Government of the United States of America recognizes that the Government 
of the Hellenic Republic has a long history of permitting the interchange of 
archaeological materials for cultural, exhibition, educational and scientific purposes to 
enable widespread public appreciation of and access to Greece's cultural heritage in 
accordance with the relevant Greek legislation. The Government of the Hellenic 
Republic agrees to use its best efforts to encourage further interchange through: 

a. consideration, as appropriate, of accommodating requests for extended 
loans beyond a five-year period to United States museums for cultural, 
educational, and scientific purposes through the existing renewal process, with 
assurances that a request for renewal will be given highest consideration; and 

b. consideration, as appropriate, of broadening permissions to academicians 
and museum curators from abroad to photograph material in Greek museums, and 
of revising regulations that would reduce fees for the reproduction of images for 
use in cultural, educational, and scientific contexts. 

8. The Government of the United States of America shall establish an appropriate 
webpage with links to the websites of Greek museums for the purpose of fostering 
interchange among peer institutions and other interested parties. 

9. The Government of the United States of America shall use its best efforts to 
facilitate technical assistance in cultural resource management and site security to 
Greece, as appropriate under existing programs in the public and/or private sectors. 



ARTICLE III 



The obligations of both Governments and the activities carried out under this 
Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to the laws and regulations of each 
Government, as applicable, including the availability of funds. 



1 . This Memorandum of Understanding shall enter into force on the date on which 
the Governments shall have notified each other by diplomatic note that each has 
completed all the internal requirements for its entry into force. It shall remain in force for 
a period of five years. 

2. This Memorandum of Understanding may be amended through an exchange of 
diplomatic notes. 

3. The effectiveness of this Memorandum of Understanding shall be subject to 
review in order to determine, before the expiration of the five-year period of this 
Memorandum of Understanding, whether it should be extended. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized by their respective 
Governments, have signed the present Memorandum of Understanding. 

DONE at Athens, this jfr^ day of July, 201 1, in duplicate, in the English and Greek 
languages, both texts being equally authentic. 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF <TfoR THE GOVERNMENT OF 



ARTICLE IV 




THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 
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MNHMONIO EYNEPrAEIAE METASY THE KYBEPNHEHE 
TON HNQMENHN nOAITEIfiN THE AMEPIKHE 

KAI 

THE KYBEPNHEHE THE EAAHNIKHE AHMOKPATIAE 
EXETIKA ME THN EniBOAH EIEATCiriKHN nEPIOPIEMilN 
EE KATHTOPIEE APXAIOAOTIKOY KAI BYZANTINOY 
EKKAHEIAETIKOY E0NOAOTIKOY YAIKOY MEXPI KAI TON 15° AISINA 
H. X. THE EAAHNIKHE AHMOKPATIAE 

H Ki)P£pvr|ar| xcov Hvooiaiveov noAxxsuov tt)c A|a.epiKf|(; Kai r| Ki)P£pvr)ar| zr\q EXkr\viKr\q 
ArmoKpaxia<; (axo sEfyq a^oKaX.oufisvr| ejdar]q EXkaSa), 

Evfipycbvxaq Suvd^si vr\q Si3jiPaoT|c; xt)<; OYNEEKO xod 1 970 yia xa Ar|7rxea 
Msxpa yia rr\v Ajiayopeuari kou nap£H7i68ioT| xr\q riapavo|j.r|(; Eicaycoyfn;, E4aycoyf|<; Kai 
Msxapipaar|<; xr|<; Kupioxrjxac; IIoXmcxiKxbv Aya0cbv axiyv OTrcria Kai oi 5uo x«>P e ? 
<ru|J.|a.8xsxot)V co<; EujxpaM,6fxsva Mepr), Kai 

E7n0i)(x6vxa(; va jxsKbaouv xa KtVT|xpa yia xr) A,sri?iaaia avavxiKaxaoxaxou 
apxaioXoyiKou dA,ikoij xr|c; EKKadaq 7iod xpovo^oydxai and xtyv Av6xepr| naA.aioA,i0iKf) 
rispioSo ^isxpi Kai xov 15° aicbva p..X., KaGox; Kai Bu^avxivoi) eKicXriaiaaxiKov 
sGvoA-oyiKou iAikotj [isjpi Kai xov 15° aicbva (i.X., 

ED^icpcbvriaav xa aKota)u0a: 
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AP0PO I 

1 . H KuPspvr|ar| xcov Hvcolisvcov nokxeicbv xr|c; ALispucru;, auLicpcova lis vt] voLioOsaia xr|c; lie 
xvzXo Si3p.paari yia xr\v Nolio0sxikt| ripd^T] Ecpapjioyrji; noA.ixiaxiKT|c; KAxipovoLudc;, 0a 
uspiopiasi tt|v siaaycoyf| axic; Hvcofxsvsg noAaxsisc; apxaioAoyiKou dXikou jiou xpovo^oysixai ano 
xr)v Avcbxspr) naXaioA,i0iKf| IlspioSo (nox> apxi^sv nepinov xo 20.000 7i.X.) Lisxpi Kai xov 15° 
aicbva |i.X., KaOcbc; Kai SKKAr|aiaaxiKoi) sOvoloyiKao iAikou 7tou SK7rpoaco7rsl xov Bo^avxivo 
7tokxia(i6 and n&pviox) xov 4° aicbva Lisxpi Kai xov 15° aicbva ll.X., JispiA,aLiPavoLisvcov xcov 
Kaxriyopicbv xspovpyrmaxcov goto AiOo, LisxaAlo, itr]k6, Koiacata) Kai sA.scpavx68ovxo, ^i3A,o Kai 
yvaki, KaOcbc; Kai i)cpaap,dxcov, 7ta7rupcov, spycov ^coypaq>iKf|c; (rcspiXaLipavoLiEvcov xcov 
xoixoypacpicbv), \yr|(pi8coxcbv Kai a\!ov> vXikov tiod 7ipoa8iopi^sxai ae KaxdXoyo rcai) 0a 
8iavsLir|0ei ano zr\v KuPspvriar| xcov Hvcopsvcov lloX,ixeicbv (axo stfyq avacpepojasvoc; co<; 
KaxdA,oyoc; npoaSiopiaLioij), skxoc, av r\ KA)Pepvr|0r| xr|<; EA.A.riviKfiq AriLioKpaxiat; SK8cbasi d8sisg 
r| alia raxpaaxaxucd syypacpa tcou 7iiaxo7ioioi3v oxi r| scjaycoyf| 8sv Jiapapid^si xoix; voliou<; xr|<;. 

2. H KuPepvr|OTi xcov Hvcolisvcov IToX,ix8icbv xti<; ALi8piKf)<; 0a Jipoacpspei 7tpo<; S7naxpocpf| 
07ioio8r|Jioxs 7ioXixiaxiKO ayaOo axr|v Ki)Pspvr|ar| xr|<; EXXr|viKr|<; ArmoKpaxiat; xo orcoio 
7tspiA,aLipdvsxai axov Kaxd^oyo npoaSiopia^ioo, Kai xo o7tofo sxei KaxaaxeOei arco xr\v 
KuPspvriari xcov Hvcolisvcov rioA,ix£icbv tt]c, AfxspiK^t;. 

3. Auxoi oi Tispiopiajioi siaaycoyf|c; 0a X80oi3v ae iaxi> Kaxd xr|v r||j,spo|j,r|via 7tou xo 
Y7iot)pysio EacoxspiKTi<; AacpdAsiac; xcov HHA 8r|fioaisi>asi xov Kaxd^oyo npoaSiopiaLiou axo 
0|aoa7iov8iaK6 npcoxoKoMo xcov HHA., 7tou sivai t| E7riormr| Ecprmspi8a xr|c; KuPspvriar|<; xcov 
Hvcolisvcov Ilotaxeicbv. 

AP0PO II 

1. EKjip6aco7roi xr|<; KuPspvr|ar|Cj xcov HvcoLievcov FIoAaxsicbv xr^ ALispiKf|c; Kai 
8K7ip6aco^oi xricj Ki)Pspvr|aric; xr|c; EAlr|viKf|c; ArmoKpaxiaq 0a 7ipoPaivoi)v as KaxdAlriAsc, 
svspysisc, 8r||ioai07i;oir|ar|c; xou Jiapovxoc; MvTjjiovun) Swspyaaiaq KaOcbc; Kai xoug A.6you<; 
i3rcapcjf|<; xou, Lisaa ano 8ia0saiLiou<; SiauAouc; STciKoivcoviac;. 
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2. H Kup8pvr|or| vr\q EAlirviKriq Ar|jK)Kpaxia<; 0a e^exdasi xr\ 8rjvax6xr|xa £vioypcr\q 
xcov 8i)vaxoxf|xcov xcov imapxovacbv p.ovd8cov xr|c; EAAr|viKr|c; Acm>vo|xiac; yia xov ekeyxo Kai xr|v 
7rpoaxaota x&pcov 7ioA.ixiaxiicf|<; id,r|povo|iid<; ae oh) xr\v ertiKpaxeia, Ka0cb<; Kai rn Si)vax6xr|xa 
Pe^xlcoarig xcov iMiapxovjocbv puG^iascov axsxiKd rr\ ypf[cr\ avixveuxcbv ^lexdAlcov. 

3. H KuPspvriori xr|c; EXA.r|viKfi<; Ar||j,OKpaxia<; 9a cruvexiaei va Kaxa(3dX>.si xi<; 
psA/ciaxsc; 7ipoa7rd0sisc; xr|<; yia xriv 7rpoaxaaia xcov apxaioXoyuccbv Kai 80voXoyiKcbv xr\q 7i6pcov 
l^s xr|v eviaxpi^svri ecpapnoyn Tr\q vojio0£cria<; yia xrjv 7tpoaxama xr|<; 7io>axiaxiKri<; tt\c, 
Kkr\povo[aaq. 

4. H KuPspvriari xr\q EM.r|viKr|<; ArnxoKpaxiaq 0a npofiei oxiq aicoXovQeq evepysis<; 
axsTiKd \is Kaxaypacpe^ Kai KaxaXoyoypdcprjari: 

a. @a ai)vsxio£i va E7n8icoK£i xriv Kaxaypacpf) i8icoxikcov auAloycbv Kai 
avXkoymv avd xr|v smKpdxsia, 

Kai 

p. Oa ODVSxicrsi xr|v Kaxaypa<pf) eiacXricncbv Kai xcov cro^oycbv xotx; 

5. Oi 8vjo KvPepvfiaen; au|icpcovoi3v oxi yia va eivai izkeov a7ioxeA,ea|J.axiKec; oi 
7tpoa7id0sisc; xcov Hvcojxsvcov rioAaxsicbv yia xr|v a7roxpo7if| A^r]A,aaicbv, r) KuPepvr|cyr| xr|g 
EX,X,r]viKfi<; ArmoKpaxiaq 0a KaxapdXtei 7tpo<37id0eie<; va eviaxpaei xri awepyaaia avd^isaa axic; 
Xcbps<; xr\q nepioxrK vr\q Msaoygioi) yia xr|v 7ipooxaoia tt|c; 7io?axiaxiKri<; KAx|povo|j,id<; xr|c; 
7iepioxn<;, Kai 0a S7n8icb^si xriv au^r|fisvr| auvspyacria ^£ aXkeq %(opeq nox> eiodyouv spya xsxvr|c; 
as |xia 7ipoo7id0eia 7iepiopio|j.oi3 xcov 7iapdvoficov siaaycoycbv us ctkotto xr|v a;ioxpo7ifi Jispaixspco 
A,sr)A,aaicbv. 

6. IlpoKsi(xsvoi) va svioxuasi Kai va 7tpoco0f)O8i xriv Kaxaypacpf) apxaioA,oyiKcbv 
Xcbpcov axirv e7riKpdxsia, r| KuPepvr|ar| xr\q EAlr|viKr|c; ArmoKpaxiaq 0a 7tpoPel axi<; aKoA,oi)0s<; 
svspysisq axsxiKd xiq smcpavsiaKsq apxaioA-oyucec; epswsc;: 



a. ©a sv0appi3v£i EAlr|viK8<; apxaioXoyiKsg oluxSe*; yia xr\ 8i£^aycoyr| 
7ip6a9sxcov smcpaveiaicrov epeuvrov, 

Kai 

(3. 0a s^sT&ast zponovq yia xr\v ax>fyr\or\ xcov aSEicbv tod xopr|yoi3vxai as 
^svsc; apxaiota>yiK£<; aTtooxoAiq £K7iai8Et)xiKcbv i8pi)Lidxcov, coote va 
£7nxpa^£i r) 8i£^aycoyf| 7ispioa6xspcov £7n(pav£iaKcbv epsDvcbv. 

7. H KuP£pvr|ar| xcov Hvcollevcov IIoXixEicbv Tr\q Afj.£piKf|<; avayvcopi^Ei oxi r\ 
KuP£pvr|ar| xr|<; EM,r|ViKf|<; Ar|LiOKpaxia<; sx£i jxaKpd laxopia oxo va £7nxp£7i£i xriv avxaXkayi] 
apxaioXoyiKoij uA.ikoij yia 7ioXixiaxiKoi)<;, £K0saiaKOi3c;, £ioiai8£i)xiKoi3<; Kai £7noxr|LioviKOi)c; 
aKcmotx;, cbax£ va KaxaaxEi 8t>vaxf| r| £upt>x£pr| £KxiLLr|ar| xr\q 7roA.ixiaxiKf)<; K^ripovoLiidc; zr\q 
EXkabaq and xo koivo, KaGax; Kai r) Jipoapacri a£ auxf|v, cruLicpcova lie xr| ax exiK n EXXr|VVKT| 
voLio0scria. H KuPspvriari xr|<; E)tXr|viKf|c; Ar|LioKpaxia<; auLKpcovsi va KaxapdMiEi xk; PeXxkjxs<; 
7tpoCTJtd0si£<; yia xr|v sv0dppuvar| 7t£paix£pco avxaXAaycov lie: 

a. Tr|v £^sxaar|, avdA,oya lis xr)v 7i£pi7rxcoGr|, a7io8oxn<; aixr|Lidxcov yia 

LiaKpoxpovio 8av£ia(j,6 rcspav xcov tcevxe excov oe LiovaEia xcov Hvcollevcov 
noA,ixsicbv yia jioXixioxikoix;, £K7tai8£i>xiKoi3<; Kai ETriaxriLioviKouq aKcmoix; 
lieoco xr|c; imdpxouaac; SiaSiKaaiaq 7rapdxaar|(;, lie xr| 8iaPEPaicoar| oxi 6a 
7iap£X£xai r| Ssouaa 7ipoooxf| as aixfiaEig 7iapdxaar|<;. 

Kai 

p. Tttv £§£xaar|, avdX,oya lie xr|v 7t£pi7rrcoar|, 8iEi>p\)var|<; xopriyr|cr|c; aSfiicbv 
a£ amSri^aiKOUc; Kai oe £7EiiisXr|X£c; Liouasicov oko xo e^coxepiko yia xr) 
(pcoxoypd(pr|ar| uAaKoti as EAA,r|viKd LiouaEia, KaGcbg Kai xr|<; ava0£cbpr|ar|<; 
KavoviCLicbv kov 0a lieicooodv xa xeXt| yia xriv avajiapaycoyfi eikovcov 

7ipOK£lLl£VOt) Va XPXl<3lLlO7IOir|0Ol3v OS 7IO>„IXIOXIK6, £K7iai8£l)XlK6 Kai 
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smorrmoviKO Jitaxiaio. 

8. H KuPspvr|OT| xcov Hvcfl|j,svcov IIoA,ix£icbv zr\q A^spiKfn; 0a 8rmioi)pyf|aei |^(a 
KaxdAXr|A,r| loxoasAXSa tou 0a Ttepisxsi auvSeaeic; fie loxoaeAiSec; EAXr|viKcbv jaouasicov 

yia xr|v sv0dppi)var| avxaAlaycbv 7iA,r|po(popicbv (xexa^u croyyevcbv i8pu(a,dTcov Kai ak\(ov 
sv8ta(psp6(j.evcov (ispcbv. 

9. H KuPepvr|OT| xcov Hvcolisvcov rtoA-ixeicbv xr\q A^spucrig 0a KaxapdAlei ps^xiaxsg 
7tpoa7rd0eie<; yia xr| 8i£uk6A,uvot| 7iapoxr|<; xsxvoyvcocriac; azovq xo^ieu; vr\q 8iaxeipior)<; 
7ioA,maxiKd)v 7topcov Kai xr|c; aacpdXsiag x^pwv, avdXoya xr|v ^epiTixcoar), jieaa axo 
^X,aiaio wrapxovxcov TOoypaLifidxcov axov Sriuooio f| Kai xov iSicoxiko xoLiea 

AP0PO III 

Oi vnoypeaoeiq xcov 8ijo Ki)Pspvf|ascov, Ka0cb<; Kai oi 8paoxr|pi6xr|xe<; tod 0a 7ipayLiaxoTOir|0oi3v 
cruncpcova \xe xo rcapov Mvrpovio Zuvspyaaia<;, 0a OTOKewxai axotx; vojiotx; Kai xotx; 
Kavovio|ioi><; 8Kdoxr|<; Ki)Pepvr|cr|<;, avdX,oya [ie xt|v 7i£pi7txcooT|, ODLi7i£piA,a|iPavo^evr|<; Kai xr|<; 
8ia0£aip,6xr|xac; maxcbascov. 

AP0PO IV 

1 . To roxpov Mvrmovio Luvepyaaiac; xi0exai ae loyv xr|v rm£poLir|vla Kaxd xt]v oraria oi 8i3o 
KDPepvf|0"£i<;, jxs xr|v avxaM»ayf| 8uiA,coLiaxiKcbv Suxkoivcogscov, avaKoivcbaouv r\ |aaa axr|v 6Xkr\ 
6xi sxouv oA.oicA,r|pd)a8i 6Xeg xic; sacoxspiKsq 7tpoi)TO0eaei<; yia va xs0ei oe xoyp- To rcapov 
Mvr||i6vio Suvspyaoiaq 0a raxpafisivsi ae iaxo yia xpoviKf| TOpioSo rcevxe excbv. 

2. To 7iap6v Mvr|(x6vio Xuvspyaaiac; (iTOpsi va xpoTOTOir|0ei \ie xr|v avxaAAayn 
8uiA,co|aaxiKcbv SiaKoivcbascov. 

3. H aTOXsA8a|aaxiK6xr|xa xou 7iap6vxo<; Mvrmovioi) Euvepyaoiac; 0a S7iavs^exaa0£i toiv 
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goto xr\ lr\£,r\ xr\q 7t£pi68ou xcov rcevxs excbv, 7ipoKei|j£vou va 7ipoa5iopiax8i av 7ips7isi va 
7iapaxa9e(. 



nPOE EniBEBAiaEH TUN nAPAnANft, 01 wroyeypa^evot, Seovxaq s^ODaioSoxrinevoi 
ano xiq avxiaxoixsc; Ki)Pspvf)asi<; xox>q, wi8ypa\|/av xo Tiapov Mvrmovio EuvepyaatcK;. 

YIIErPAOH <xrr|v A0r|va af||j.spa exit; $ IouXiou 201 1 , ae 5i3o avxiypa(pa, oxr\v AyyXucri 
Kai xr|v EAXr|viKf| yXcbaaa, kou ajjxpoxepa xa Ksijj.8va eivcu e^iaou cu)0£vxik&. 



TIA THN KYBEPNHXH TQN 
HNftMENfllN nOAITEiaN 
THE AMEPIKHI: 



TIA-THN KYBEPNHEH THE 
EAAHNIKHE AHMOKPATIAE: 




